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A large Pair of Blanc-de-Chine Guanyin Figures

PRICE PLACE OF ORIGIN PERIOD
£4,800.00 Dehua, South-East China Mid-20th century
MATERIAL DIMENSIONS

Blanc-de-Chine H73 cm

DESCRIPTION

Dehua, South-East China. Mid-20th century
Each mounted as lamps on naturalistic carved stands.
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#15 A large Pair of Blanc-de-Chine Guanyin Figures

The figures appear to show a bodhisattva or Buddhist deity making a gesture similar to the Varada Mudra — the “gesture of giving,”
compassion, or granting blessings. The lower hand is open and relaxed, facing outward/downward, which is characteristic of that
mudra.

The forward hand, however, is shaped a bit differently than the classical forms and may be stylized by the sculptor. Since the figure
also seems to hold a lotus stem, it could represent a bodhisattva such as Guanyin or Avalokite$vara

Guanyin, which literally means 'she who listens to the sound', is one of the most popular Buddhist deities in China. Her figure originated

in India as the male deity Avalokitesvara, bodhisattva of compassion; after the introduction of Buddhism in China, he was transformed
into a female deity associated to motherly virtues of piety.

Guy Tobin www.guytobin.co.uk @guytobin2



