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A Chinese-Export Polychrome Painted Small Trunk

P R I C E

£2,600.00

P L AC E  O F  O R I G I N

Canton

P E R I O D

Late 18th / early 19th century (Qing dy-
nasty)

M AT E R I A L

Camphor-wood; gilt-brass; lining paper; 
lacquered cloth (possibly brocaded silk)

D I M E N S I O N S

H20 x W38 x D30 cm

C O N D I T I O N

Original painted decoration retained; 
gilt-brass handles worn.

D E S C R I P T I O N

Canton, Qing Dynasty (1644 - 1911)
Late 18th, early 19th century. The carcass constructed from camphor-wood with an exterior decorated in the manner of Chinese 
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export wallpaper. Retaining the original worn gilt-brass carrying handles. The interior with both hand-painted decoration and Chinese 
block-printed lining paper in the European taste.

A rare survivor. This box, made at the end of the 18th century, retains all of its original painted decoration. Both the unified 
panel-by-panel scenes on the exterior and the wonderful freehand bird of paradise amongst roses on the inside of the lid.

The corners of the box are reinforced with a black lacquered cloth; possibly brocaded silk in a trelliswork pattern. This is a technique 
seen on export trucks of the period and also serves to 'frame' each side panel.

These scenes show predominantly female figures (Meiren) in a formal courtyard garden. Each lady with an elaborate jewelled 
'liangbatou' hairstyle wearing flowing robes either standing or seated at a scholarly set table.
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